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to give the other party’s nominees an easy path to the bench. That effect in fact is 
much stronger than the effect detected for divided party control. Nominations are 
less likely to be confirmed in periods of divided government. The magnitude of 
the effect, however, is less than ten percent when we control for the other forces 
at their mean values.

Ideologically distant home state senators also appear to shape nominees’ 
chances of confirmation. When the more distant home state senator for a nomi-
nation is still reasonably close to the president, the chance of confirmation is over 
ninety percent; the chance of confirmation slips six percent when one of the home 
state senators is ideologically distant from the president (and presumably also 
from the nominee). Lodging an objection through the blue slip—perhaps because 
the senator’s party threatens to filibuster—confers leverage on a senator seeking 
to derail a president’s pick for a judgeship in his or her home state. We also see 
a noticeable impact of an approaching presidential election, as confirmation is 
nearly thirty percent less likely when control of the White House—and the power 
to select judicial nominees—is at stake. 

The partisan balance of the circuit also seems to affect the chances of 
confirmation. The likelihood of confirmation drops seven percent when sena-
tors consider a nomination for a balanced circuit (assuming all other variables 
are set at their mean values). That finding puts into perspective debates in the 
late 1990s over the makeup of the 6th Circuit. In 1997 and 1998, the circuit 

Table 11-1  �Determinants of Senate Confirmation, 1961–2006  
(Nominations to the U.S. Courts of Appeals)

Variable Coefficient (Robust SE)

Divided government –1.11 (.330)***
Balanced bench –.478 (.284)*
Degree of partisan polarization –8.844 (1.202)***
Ideologically distant home state senator –.711 (.310)**
Nomination pending during a 
  presidential election year

–2.221 (2.87)***

Well-qualified nominee .429 (.293) 
Constant 9.312 (1.002)***
N 470
Log pseudolikelihood –160.716
Prob. Chi2 .000***

Source: See Figure 11-1.

Notes: Parameter estimates are logit coefficients generated by the logit routine in Stata 9.0. *** p < .001, 
** p < .01, * p < .05 (all one-tailed tests). The dependent variable is coded 1 if nominee confirmed in 
the Congress in which she or he was nominated, 0 otherwise. Independent variables described in text.


